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Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 

an organization that is so deeply rooted in 
community involvement and unity. I am ex-
cited for this year’s celebration and look for-
ward to many more years of gathering in the 
circle neighborhoods of Santa Cruz. 
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H.R. 3920, THE TRADE AND 
GLOBALIZATION ACT OF 2007 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
3920, the Trade and Globalization Act of 
2007, and commend the Ways and Means, 
and Education and Labor committees for their 
hard work on this legislation. 

The health of the American economy de-
pends in large part on trade with foreign mar-
kets. As globalization, technology, and trade 
agreements continue to remove barriers to 
free trade, we must work to ensure that our 
workers, farmers and small businesses do not 
suffer unfairly for this economic growth. This 
legislation moves the Trade Adjustment As-
sistance, TAA, program in a new direction with 
that sentiment in mind. 

The current TAA program was created in a 
different era, and fails to address the realities 
of trade in the 21st century. The Trade and 
Globalization Act expands eligibility for TAA 
training programs, temporary income support 
and healthcare assistance to include manufac-
turing workers who currently are ineligible for 
benefits for technical reasons, and to service 
workers who are increasingly losing their jobs 
to outsourcing. It also significantly increases 
funding for these programs, without adding to 
the deficit, or raising taxes on American fami-
lies. An updated TAA program will allow all 
trade-displaced workers to acquire the skills 
they need to reenter the workforce, and the 
flexibility to choose their most effective path. 

Workers facing the loss of a good job face 
significant challenges beyond the loss of in-
come. To help families prepare for their transi-
tion, this bill requires employers to provide 
adequate notice to their employees before a 
layoff, and provides an incentive for states to 
reform their unemployment insurance pro-
grams to realize the needs of low-income, 
part-time and female members of the work-
force. 

Additionally, this bill recognizes that trade 
can have significant impacts for entire regions 
of our country, and that American businesses 
are critical to helping workers adapt to the 
global economy. That is why this legislation 
provides incentives for firms to redevelop and 
hire workers in those communities dispropor-
tionately affected by international trade. 

We owe our prosperity to our greatest na-
tional asset-our American workers. I urge you 
to join me in passing this much needed legis-
lation that will assist these workers who keep 
America’s economy strong. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, on November 9, I was on jury call in 
my district and missed several votes. I would 
have voted had I been here: rollcall No. 1077, 
ordering the previous question on H. Res. 
809, ‘‘yea’’; rollcall No. 1078, H. Res. 809, 
‘‘yea’’; rollcall No. 1079, approving the Journal, 
‘‘yea’’; rollcall No. 1080, motion to adjourn, 
‘‘nay’’; rollcall No. 1081, H.R. 3996, Temporary 
Tax Relief Act, ‘‘yea.’’ 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE CHILD-
CARE AFFORDABILITY ACT OF 
2007 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mrs. MALONEY New York. Madam Speak-
er, today, on behalf of myself, Rep. YVETTE 
CLARKE, and Rep. NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ, I intro-
duce the Childcare Affordability Act of 2007, 
which will create an above-the-line tax deduc-
tion for working parents of up to $13,000 in 
childcare expenses for one child and a max-
imum of $26,000 for two or more children. 
This deduction is based on the average cost 
of childcare in urban areas, which is $13,000 
per year—more than one quarter of the typical 
family’s income. This bill will also make the 
current Dependent Care Tax Credit fully re-
fundable and expand the qualified actual ex-
penses—now capped at $3,000 per child with 
a maximum of $6,000 to $13,000 for one 
child, with a $26,000 maximum for two or 
more children. This change more accurately 
reflects the current costs of childcare for work-
ing families, who will now be able to choose 
whichever option provides them with the great-
est tax relief. 

Greater tax relief is an important and nec-
essary step toward improving the lives of 
America’s working families. The rising cost of 
child care is squeezing working families and 
the amount of assistance the Federal govern-
ment currently provides to ease the burden of 
these expenses is inadequate. We can and 
should do more to support our working fami-
lies. Quality childcare is essential to healthy 
child development. This bill will help America’s 
families provide high-quality care for their chil-
dren, which will pay off in the future by in-
creasing productivity and economic growth, 
and stemming the tide of rising inequality in 
the United States. With this initiative, we can 
ease the burden on working families, while 
making an essential investment in the future 
prosperity of our Nation. 

IN HONOR OF THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY COMMUNITY SERVICE 
OF THE BRAEN FAMILY 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend the Braen 
family for its tremendous service to its commu-
nity. Currently in its fifth generation of family 
management of its quarry and construction 
business, the Braen family has long typified 
the ‘‘good neighbor.’’ 

In addition to the commitment that the indi-
vidual members of the Braen family pursue in 
charity work and community service, the com-
pany has initiated a program to promote vol-
unteerism with its own employees. Their ef-
forts have not gone unnoticed. And, tonight, 
the Braen family and the Braen family of com-
panies—Stone Industries, Inc.; Van Orden 
Sand & Gravel; Braen Supply, Inc.; and Braen 
Aggregates, LLC—will be honored by the 
Northern New Jersey Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America for exemplifying that high 
standard. 

The Braen family also dedicates itself to 
community-friendly business practices that not 
only add to the value of the local economy but 
also to the quality of life Braen employees, 
customers, and others enjoy. They have al-
ways strived to meet environmental standards 
long before the standards are in place, think-
ing first of the health, welfare, and comfort of 
their employees and neighbors first. They 
have been honored for their good work, in-
cluding as New Jersey Family Business of the 
Year. 

So, tonight, as the Boy Scouts honor the 
Braen family for the support they have shown 
Scouts and Scouting, I rise to share in their 
tribute and to thank the Braen family for its 
contribution to making north Jersey such a 
fine place to live, work, and raise a family. 
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VETERANS DAY PRAYER 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, as greatful Americans prepare for 
providing deserved tributes for our courageous 
veterans, I have fortunately been provided a 
profound poem from Clinton B. Campbell of 
Beauford, SC. 

MY VETERAN’S DAY PRAYER 

Lord, when the pull of my bed 
lures me to stay another hour, please remind 

me of taps being played for the fallen, 
of the tears that reach my cheek 
after each name is read, the ones I know per-

sonally 
and the ones old-timers 
talk about in awe. 

After the crowd stumbles 
through The Pledge of Allegiance 
I want to be there 
and listen with all my heart 
while the winner of this year’s 
essay contest quiets the crowd 
reminding us of why 
we are paying our respects. 
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